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TROY BAYLISS DROPS IN 

Ducati legend and motorcycle industry ambassador Troy Bayliss took 

time off from his headline appearance at the recent Victoria Park 

Motorsport Festival to say gidday to the Register. A week later he 

announced he was coming out of retirement to race in next year’s 

Australian Superbike championship.      Festival report: Page 3   

                                                                                     Photo copyright Claudine Burgess
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HMCRRSA OFFICE BEARERS 2015/2016 

PATRON: Mal Pitman 
President Trevor Henderson 8384 5284 (h)  8249 3300 (w) 8241 0529 (fax) 

Vice President Danny Ahern 0407 826 951 (m) 

Treasurer Dean Watson  

Secretary  Chris Hayward  

Competition Secretary Danny Ahern 0407 826 951 (m) 

Social Secretary/Librarian Geoff Grant 0422 413358 geoffpgrant@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Hamish Cooper 0419 039010 (m)   cooper.hamish@gmail.com 

Committee Members Paul Walker 
Tony Tildesley 
Stuart Penn 
Neil Watson 
Bob Balestrin 

0412 816 677 
8278 5464 
 

Club Delegates vacant – Road Race/MSA  

Club Address 
PO Box 311 Campbelltown SA 
5074  

 

General Meeting Venue 
(third Thursday of each month) 

MSA Office 
251 The Parade  BEULAH PARK 

Committee Meeting 
(first Tuesday of every month) 

Honorary Life Members Peter WESTERMAN (Deceased) 
Richard RAKE 
Danny AHERN  
David MANSON  
Len SMITH  
Ken LUCAS 

“Doc” WATSON (Deceased) 
Trevor HENDERSON  
Phil BAUGHAN 

Len DYSON (Deceased) 
Les Bell 
Joe Ahern 

1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2007 
2009 
2013 
2017 

                                         PRESIDENT’S REPORT

I have two messages for fellow members and 
friends. With our December meeting four 
days before Santa’s visit, “Have a Merry 

Xmas”, enjoy yourselves, and let’s see what 

the New Year brings. 
My second message is “Do what you can 

when you can”. I refer to those, myself 

included, who let events slip by. In my early 
days in our Club, I took an interstate trip each 
year to the Nationals, plus one to the Island 
Classic. Eastern Creek with its fast left-hander 
at the end of the straight, Lakeside and 
Armco, The Island and a get-off, a poorly run 
Winton, two trips to the excellent Barbagello 
in WA, plus four Nationals in South 
Australia. Then I pulled back from interstate 
trips. I finally decided to retire from work at 

the end of this financial year and get back into 
the swing. I plan to do the “Broadford 

Bonanza” next Easter, and then a race 
meeting there. So take part where you can, 
and you’ll surely enjoy it. 
An excellent event was the recent Adelaide 
Motorsport Festival at Victoria Park, where 
we were able to showcase our Club and bikes. 
Great weather, great show, and I believe the 
Sporting Car Club would have appreciated 
our efforts. It was pleasing to have several of 
us without “this year’s” bikes turn up to assist 

and enjoy. Club members Chris, Otto, Kris 
and Murray exercised their TZ350’s, plus 

Colin’s TZ750, Kym’s Honda RC30, Davo’s 

Suzuki, Terry’s  and Andy’s Yamaha 750s, 
two RD250LCs, TZ500, Honda RS250, 

mailto:geoffpgrant@iwideband.net.au
mailto:cooper.hamish@gmail.com
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Ducatis and  RZ ”500”. To those who missed 

out, mark it down for next time. 
Our State Titles at Mac Park are almost upon 
us, we have the entries to ensure a great 
meeting, and still have spots for any more 

wishing to help. I’m sure going to Mount 

Gambier will be more interesting than staying 
home. Again, “Do what you can when you 

can”. 
                   Trevor Henderson, President 

TREV’S TIDBITS: HISTORY IS…. 

“…Bunk”, said Henry Ford, whilst he was 
actually creating it. In our game, where we 
are all about re-living days past, we disagree 
with Mr. Ford. The development of our 
machines makes fascinating reading, so I 
devoured with interest “The Motor Cycle” of 

19th March, 1953, one of many journals from 
the Geoff Mudge collection. This bumper 
“Jubilee Number” focused on the 50 years 

since the first copy in 1903. Some of the 
journalists had been there throughout that 
period, so were able to tell their stories first 
hand. 
When the first powered vehicles appeared 
around 1900, going for a ride was hardly the 
pleasure it has since become. Meeting another 
motorcyclist was rare, and sympathy if your 
machine failed to start or broke down was 
sadly lacking. You frightened Mr. Average’s 

horse, maddened his dog, smothered him with 
dust, disturbed the quiet of the country and 
smelt unpleasant. If you were taken to court, a 
horsey cop and a horsey bench meant you 
lost, regardless. Mechanical assistance was 
rare, for the cycle shop or blacksmith would 
know no more than you. 
Oh, and the “roads” of the day! No tar, 

asphalt or concrete, just trodden and caked 

mud, with occasionally broken stone rolled in 
when the county could spare the steamroller. 
Noble beast it may be, but the horse was no 
friend to the pioneer motorcyclist, with their 
shoe nails causing frequent punctures, and 
their manure, sometimes still hot and 
smoking, or staining green the water 
gathering in potholes, was yet another hazard. 
But the motorcyclist gained a friend when the 
first edition of “The Motor Cycle” appeared 

on 31st March 1903, a day earlier than 
originally planned to avoid “All Fools Day”. 

Its policy included giving practical and useful 
information, explaining the working of the 
motor and machine, describing new 
inventions and improvements and fostering 
motorcycling in every possible way. It 
achieved these ideals, and 50 years later in 
1953 looked back on a successful half-
century, where huge improvements had been 
made to the motorcycle, and the roads upon 
which it travels. 
There are a wealth of stories in this magazine, 
which I urge you to come and borrow for your 
pleasure. 

Thumbs Up and Change Right! 
Trevor Henderson #55. 
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THE COMP SEC: A DAY IN THE PARK 

 Well the lead up to the Motorsport Festival 
was busy and interesting. The best organised 
from our point of view yet. 
It was an early start, on the day, with Kate 
and I getting organised at the gate prior to 6 
am to pass on ticketing and generally organise 
all things in readiness for a top weekend. On 
behalf of the club thank you Kate. 
With the focus this year on 80’s and 90’s I 

said to the organisers that captures what we 
race in Period 5 and 6. From that we had a 
great spread of well prepared machines. 
Whilst most came from HMCRRSA members 
there were a few others too. Andre Bosman 
got a last minute nod and could bring out his 
two TZ 500 race bikes and of course share 
some wonderful history. Andre only got out 
on track on Saturday. Richard Olbrich came 
across from Mansfield Victoria with his 
wonderful TT2 Pantah 600 and had a ball. 
The other Ducatis were the black and gold SS 
of Mick Myles and the F1 905 of Andy 
Bedford. Mick and Andy have been 
wonderful with their work at our joint 
HMCRRSA / DOCSA track days so it was 
great to see them get into it over the weekend, 
although Andy got a trailer ride back 
come Sunday afternoon when he ran out of 

fuel! Thanks Andy for the Sunday morning 
strut around on your F1. 
TZs aplenty, RC30s x 2. Thanks Kym for 
bringing them and involving others as you do, 
glad James and Paul enjoyed it too. Thanks 
must go out to Kris Rowen for getting our 
new banner done and flying for the weekend 
too. 
The feedback from all was a big thank you 
and for those thanking me personally, that 
was real nice. We hope to get an invite back 
next year again, there is no doubt it is one fine 
event and turns into a real good club function 
too. Thanks for those who brought along their 
shades, their BBQ and then thanks to those 
who cooked and generally helped, I can’t go 

and name all, but we all know who did what. 
Current focus is on getting all things in place 
for our State Titles at Mac Park. Most things 
are falling into place. We will have a full set 
of flag marshals this year so no lights 
required! If you are not riding and want to 
help, put your name up and I am sure we will 
find you a job. 
 Wishing you all a Merry Xmas and a Safe 
and healthy 2018 

Danny Ahern 
Vice President, Comp Secretary 
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Getting ready to smoke up the track.                                          Photo copyright Claudine Burgess 
 

 
Classy conga-line around the back of the track.                              Photo copyright Claudine Burgess 
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The noise this car made nearly blew their helmets off.                  Photo copyright Claudine Burgess 

 

 
Troy Bayliss wasn’t hanging around.                                           Photo copyright Claudine Burgess 
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Draft Minutes of the General Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing 
Register of SA held at the MSA clubrooms on Thursday, Nov 16. 
 
The meeting opened at 8pm with 13 members present. 
Apologies: Bob Balestrin, Dean Watson, Claire Harmon, Andrew Bannerman, Nathaniel Wilson.  
Visitors: None 
Minutes of prev meeting: Proposed Dan Ahern, seconded Phil Baughan. Unanimously accepted.  
Business arising: None 
  
President’s Report:  

 Trevor spoke about the upcoming ‘Milang Power Rally’ that will incorporate a 

vintage tractor pull event. 
 Historic Winton scheduled for 26 – 28 May 2018.  Organisers are looking for 

vehicles for static display (both cars and bikes). 
 MSA ‘Come and Try’ review of licence conditions discussed. 
 Mt Gambier club has acknowledged our letter outlining details of State titles. 
 10-year membership certificates featuring Les Diener presented to Paul Walker. 

Also presented to Derry Greneklee and Barbara Kowal in their absence. 

Secretary’s Report: Certificate of affiliation received from MSA. 
Treasurers Report:  In Dean’s absence, Dan presented the balance sheet details for October. 
 
Competition Secretary:  

 Dan provided a run-down of entries re the upcoming state titles event. 
 Entries are slow at present.  
 Dan provided info on Saturday’s joint HMCRRSA/DOCA ride day Mac Park. 
 Garages for the upcoming Island Classic have been booked. 
 Adelaide Motor Sports Festival discussed. Dan to meet with organisers in the 

coming week to confirm details for HMCRRSA display and parade. 

MSA & RR Committee Delegate: No reports (Meetings not held) 
 
General Business:  

 Paul informed the meeting that Simon Cook has recovered from his spill during 
the recent National Titles at Wakefield Park. 

 General discussion around scheduling cross class/period races at Wakefield Park 
and how this might relate to race scheduling for upcoming state titles.  It was 
agreed that if this is necessary, it needs to be managed carefully. 

 Period 6 issues were discussed with an acknowledgement that the current low 
numbers of period 6 entries here in SA is not adversely impacting on the 
programming for the event.  

 Phil provided an update on Royce Rowe’s condition following his recent 

accident whilst competing overseas. He will visit Royce next week and report on 
his condition at December’s meeting.  

Meeting closed 9.40 pm 
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Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing Register 
of SA held on o5 December 2017 at Dernancourt 

 
 
The meeting opened at 7.15pm 
 
 
Attendees: Trevor Henderson, Dan Ahern, Chris Hayward, Neil Watson, Bob Balestrin, Stuart 

Penn, Paul Walker. 
 
Apologies:  Nathaniel Wilson,  
Visitors:    None 
 
Minutes of previous meeting:   

 Acceptance proposed Paul, seconded Neil.  Carried unanimously. 
 

The focus for this meeting was to discuss HMCRRSA’s participation in the upcoming Adelaide 

Motor Sports Festival, update issues around booking ‘The Bend’ motor sports complex for a ride 
day, discuss logics around the state titles meeting at Mac Park and to complete labelling of 
competitor’s complementary wine bottles. 
 
Adelaide Motor Sports Festival:  

 Nathanial will bring along BBQ. 
 BBQ utensils and ordering of meat etc to be arranged by Dean. 
 Chris to collect meat and eggs and consumables on Friday and drinks and deliver 

to track on Sat morning. 
 Gazebos to be provided by club members and Ducati Owners Club. 
 Phil Baughan will be responsible person for the event. 
 Non-club members will be charged the $120 per bike registration fee and where 

applicable all riders require a one-event licence. 
 Collection of event passes discussed.  

The Bend motor sports complex:   
 

 Joint HMCRRSA/DOCA ride days for 2018 discussed. 
 Atujara has approached the club enquiring about possible inclusion of their 

members in these joint ride days at the Bend. 
 It was agreed that a closer review of the likely costs associated with the running 

of these events at the Bend would be necessary before a final decision would be 
made. 

 It is expected that weekday daily costs hire costs are likely to be lower than 
weekend costs. 

 Garage costs, medical services etc will have to be factored in. 
 Full event costs will be estimated in due course. 
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 It was agreed that we would consider booking the track for the joint 
HMCRRSA/DOCA ride day in 2018 and continue discussions with Atujara re 
their possible inclusion. 

 Dan will circulate more detailed likely costs to committee for the proposed joint 
ride day at the Bend. Committee will then consider these costs and provide 
feedback to Dan on the general feelings. 
 

2017 State Titles:  
 

 Wine has been purchased.  
 Trophies finalised. 
 Scrutineering cards complete. 
 David Short has offered to assist on the Friday in the office. 
 Dan and Kate are interested in undertaking the level 1 officials training. 
 Gate to be manned by Scouts. 
 Paul Walker has agreed to help out during the event as P/A track announcer. 
 Pit garage allocation has been finalised. 
 Trophies similar to last year. 
 Program will feature colour on the cover and back panel. 
 Advertising as per sponsor list has been finalised. 
 Flag marshals discussed. Dan called on club members to help with machine 

scrutineering although Dave Atkinson is likely to take lead re this role. 
 
 

General Business:  
 

 Richard Rake is an apology for Dec meeting. 
 Nick Clarke has been hospitalised with pneumonia. 
 Catering discussed for Xmas meeting scheduled for 21 December.  
 It was agreed that a variety of pizzas will again be ordered. 

 
 
 
 
Meeting closed 10pm 
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LIFE IN THE CUPBOARD: TWO STATES, TWO EVENTS 

 

 
 
Southern Classic (Broadford). Australian Historic Road Race Titles (Wakefield Park) 
 
I guess this story starts about 4 years ago.  I bought a Windle frame with the idea of converting it 
into a P4 chassis for my future racing.  Shortly after that I cut the fingers off my left hand so no 
work got done on the Windle for a bit.  Then we went OS again for a bit, then we had some issues 
with the Magic Bus, then some house issues and then we went OS again...  All of a sudden it was 
2017 and we had just got back from the US and I had 2 months to get the bike ready for the 
Southern Classic and the National Titles a week later.  I had over the intervening time decided not 
to convert it to P4 so it was going to emerge on the track as P5 and in totally original format apart 
from the engine.  I duly entered it in both race meetings alongside my P4 which was going out for 
its last hurrah. 
 
Now I had actually done a lot of work on the bike in the intervening years so it was not out of the 
realms of reality to get it ready - until the gremlins struck!  First up the new exhaust system was 
built to slightly too precise measurements - no allowance had been made for the fact that the barrels 
on a H2 are not positively located so can actually be rotated a degree or two variation on different 
motors.  A degree or two at the barrels translates to quite a few mm by the time you get to the 
planned mounting point a meter to the left...  lots of extra time involved in modifying new mounts... 
 
Next gremlin came to the fore with the brake system.  New brake hoses, new joiners and T-pieces, 
new copper washers everywhere.  Put it all together and there are more leaks than a rusty sieve!  
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Pull it all apart check - and polish - all sealing faces - still has bloody leaks happening, over tighten 
some of the banjo bolts and cure some but still have some and on and on...  2 days of chasing my 
tail to no avail... 
 
So it seems a good time to do something that will cheer me up - I will fire up the engine just to see 
what those beautiful new exhausts sound like.  It is an engine that I have run in the other bike, it is a 
new ignition unit just like the other bike and all other ignition components have just come back 
from testing with the Steve Warnes tick of approval so all I need to do is put some fuel in it and 
kick it into life.  Yeh right!!!  Put some fuel in it and immediately notice a leak at one of the new 
filters - a perforated housing! - fix that, ignition on, kick, kick, kick, kick, kick... These engines 
always start easier than that...  Check things and, What the? - No sparks!!! 
 
Over the next three days I swap every component off the old bike (which is running just fine) onto 
the new one but it still won’t start.  I swap every component again with parts I have on the shelf and 
again with another tested unit that I have actually sold...  NOTHING!  I start checking ridiculous 
things and eventually note that the two tangs on the SG rotor are about 5 thou different in height...  I 
wonder?   A bit of careful polishing until they are the same height and readjust the air gap and 
presto - engine fires beautifully...  That gremlin only took 3 days out of my preparation time. 
 
A few more gremlins jumped in after that until we were two days out from leaving for Broadford 
and I sat and looked at the outfit for a moment - as beautiful as it looked in its nice new green paint 
work, I had to admit that it was not going to be well prepared for racing so I pulled the tarp over it 
and concentrated on getting the old P4 ready for its last two race meetings. 
 
We had a cruisy trip over to Broadford, set up our pit and settled in to do some fiddling and watch 
practice on the Friday.  Mid morning I decided to fire it up, just to check, and the bloody gremlins 
had followed me...  No 1 would not run!  After some fiddling it became apparent that a coil had 
gone AWOL.  No problem, put a spare one on.  Go to trailer and at that point it hits me that all my 
spares are under the tarp with the Windle - I had been using them to try to get that working and left 
them there...  After a mad search around the pits we found a coil in Chris Hayward's kit (thanks 
very much Chris) that gave the same resistance readings as a Kawasaki coil and whacked it on - 
perfect.  Went out the next day and qualified 2nd in our class (with a new passenger on who had not 
swung for some time) so was feeling OK. 
 
Racing was fun with Tim Loone being right there all the time, Leigh Corbet on Bruce Flack's (RIP 
Bruce) outfit slowly improving all weekend to the point of giving us a bit of a run in the last race.   
 
We qualified 4th in class.  We were OK with that given the electrical gremlins and fitting together 
with a new passenger (thanks to Chris Panayi for joining me and doing a great job).  We got good 
starts so were usually first into turn one anyway. 
 
In the first race I challenged Tim a bit and then we got past him when I err applied some pressure 
which assisted him to make a mistake going into School House and we stayed that way to the flag. 
 
Next race Tim got past us again in a desperate lunge into Turn 1 but I decided that I could get him 
before the line if I got a good run out of the left hander onto the start finish line.  I tested it without 
going past him - didn't want to show my hand early - and was all lined up for it but on the last lap 
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my thing had a bit of a hesitation before responding to the throttle and so we trailed him across the 
line.  This occasional hesitation remained annoying for the rest of the event and into the Nationals.  
 
In these first two races Chivo was edging closer and closer as he came to grips with the Konig on 
this track.  And then in the third and fourth legs he whisked past us to win them both.  But that still 
left Tim, Leigh and myself having a ding dong battle for the next three positions.  I held off the 
opposition to come second in each race and Leigh got in front of Tim so the wrap-up was that I 
came out on top, Tim came second and Leigh third (Chivo DNFd in one race). 
 
An interesting observation here.  I was conserving my tyres a bit at this meeting because I did not 
want to put new ones on for the old girl's last race meeting (the Nationals).  Despite braking a tad 
earlier and softer and then rolling through the corners before feeding, rather than snapping, on the 
power our times were not any slower than riding hard and a bit loose! 
 
We left Broadford with some confidence in the bike but a sense of foreboding in the bus!  Why?  
Well an odd noise had started emanating from the clutch which sounded a little like the thrust 
bearing playing up.  We reduced our touring a little and minimized use of the clutch as we wended 
our way to the Nationals at Wakefield Park. 
 
We got to Goulburn OK, but as we pulled up to do our food shopping for the weekend, I could not 
get it out of gear - the clutch would no longer release!  Did our shopping, started it in gear and 
drove to the track - let's worry about it on Monday... 
 
Racing at the Nationals was fun.  It was an 'all in' affair with several P3s, half a dozen P4s and 
similar P5s all on the track together - all were racing for their title.  There were a couple of 
comments after qualifying based on the inability to get clear track without a slower outfit getting in 
the way.  Personally I didn't find it an issue really 'coz we were all going to qualify :-)  But, to be 
fair, the organisers did split the second qualifying session into slower and faster.  In the first 
qualifying session I had a bit of an issue with the front brake getting hot and dragging but a bit of 
fiddling cured that so that.  We (Alaina McCarthy was on the side again for this one) qualified 
fourth in class and 8th overall. 
 
We were in the hot seat to watch some great tussles that we could not quite get into.  We sat safely 
in fourth all weekend and thus ended up that way overall.  After the start of each race though we 
were usually in 3rd or 4th overall (still love the starts the old girl did and hope I can do the same 
with my new one).  I never fought for the first corner but it was fun watching the front runners sort 
themselves out - man was there some 'loose' riding on that first lap by a couple of them - they were 
certainly trying to win from the start!!!  There was even some occasional biffo which upset Chivo 
because they were touching up his beautiful Konig and there really was no need for that.  But after 
the first lap we settled into our fourth position and watched the world go by.  And go by it did, in a 
spectacular fashion at one point.  We were heading down the straight hot on the tail of Ray Early on 
his P5 when I noticed a puff of smoke from an odd place.  Instinctively I moved over a bit just as a 
big puff of smoke emanated and then I got sprayed with pieces of metal.  As they pinged off my 
helmet I realised that it was not a good day for him.  A leg out of bed put his outfit in the trailer for 
the rest of the weekend.  Full marks though Ray for getting off the racing line and off the track very 
quickly and thus no issue with oil on track! 
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After the first race, I decided that barring breakdown we were secure in 4th so we might as well 
entertain...  After the fun start in the second race I eased up a bit and slipped back to play with Garth 
Francis on his Norton.  We played in front of him for a bit and he managed to slip past as I braked 
early, I then followed him - up close of course - for a bit, pulled alongside as if I were going to pass, 
played a little bit, knew I could pass him before the line, hoped my engine would not falter as it had 
at Broadford, pulled out and got in front by a wheel and just stayed there to the line...  Everybody 
loved it!!!  Except Garth when he found out I was playing - he thought he had me...  :-)  And then 
later that day I wandered past his pit and he had the head off and was attacking pistons and head 
with a grinder to increase clearance coz it seemed he had been reving it so hard that these two were 
getting too close together...  Shouldn't try it on against a 2 stroke Garth!  Although I do have to 
admit that whilst we were following him it was fun watching the big darkies he was leaving as we 
pulled on to the straight! 
 
On the Sunday, it was more of the same.  Great starts by us put us in the middle of the action for the 
biffo that seemed to increase in intensity as the points mounted up but the end result was pretty 
much as predicted anyway. 
 
It was great to catch up with friends from around Oz including the intrepid pair, Bill and Annie, 
who regularly make the trip over from WA.  Presentations were a bit average with no PA system 
making it a bit difficult but there were a lot of promises of improvements at the track - which I 
might add I really enjoyed.  If you haven't been there, check it out one day but make sure you have 
good brakes that will work all race!!! 
 
We said our goodbyes on Monday and headed off.  The bus is not too bad to drive without the 
clutch - although with a different rev range between each gear it keeps you thinking and I did miss a 
few times on the 4th to 5th to 6th changes coz the gap is 500 rpm and 300 rpm difference!  We did 
about 250kms that day and whilst it all seemed not too bad an intense rattling noise when I took my 
foot off was getting worse and a bit worrying.  I figured I did not want to get stuck out there waiting 
for weeks for parts so I kept plodding on. 
 
Next day we were 18 kms from Hay when somebody shook a bucket of bolts under the bus and we 
lost drive...  :-(    
 
RAA - bless them - organised a tow for us and a motel and hire car for the duration and so all was 
good.  Except working out where to go.  After quite a lot of phone calls we deduced there was no-
one within cooee that could help us.  But the good old sidecar family came to fore again.  A phone 
call to Rod Foster in Griffith and we had a shed organised in Griffith that we could use to do the 
work.  I had everything I needed except a large trolley jack and that came with the shed.  Next day, 
I got the gearbox out and inspected the clutch - the centre was demolished.  Round to the local truck 
guy, several phone calls later we are looking through his secondhand stuff to see what we can find...  
Found a clutch plate, the rest would have to do.  Start putting it together and cannot get the clutch 
lined up...  What the?  Closer inspection shows that the bellhousing is at an odd angle to the engine 
block...  Even closer inspection shows that the bellhousing is no longer bolted to the engine block...  
Ahhh  now I know why the clutch broke... 
 
Upon dismantling it is clear the wrong (too short) bolts had been used and in one case no more than 
three threads had been holding it together.  There was also a dowel missing.  Another day and a bit 
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of drilling, tapping, installing new dowels etc and I was ready to put it back together.  Evenings 
were spent with some lovely people who welcomed us - thanks Ray, Rod and partners and friends. 
 
Monday - a week after leaving Goulburn - we headed home. 
 
Now it is time to attack those gremlins again.  My P4 is safely hung up as a wall ornament - 
although it is keen to run the Hillclimb once more before full retirement - so I can now fully 
concentrate on the P5 to have it ready for the Classic Master of Mac Park in early March. 
 
And if you have any sense you will also be planning to get to this race meeting.  It is looking like it 
will be the biggest collection of sidecars in one place for a long time.  The Memorial for Laurie Fox 
will bring together all periods and moderns for a full on sidecar fling.  Be there! 
 
That's all from the Cupboard for now. 

Geoff 
geoffpgrant@hotmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE GOOD OIL 

 
 
The Good Oil is published monthly by the Historic Motor Cycle Racing Register of South Australia (HMCRRSA).   Articles, letters, 
photographs and artwork are all welcomed.   If possible, please submit text electronically in MS Word and images in JPG formats) 
to cooper.hamish@gmail.com alternatively, items may be posted to the Editor at PO Box 138 Aldgate SA 5154 no later than the 
Friday prior to the General Meeting. 
COPYRIGHT STATEMENT: Copyright to photos taken by HMCRRSA members are retained by their respective copyright holders.  By 
attempting to abide by the "fair use" clause within copyright laws, where available, the source of any other photos will be indicated.   

15 

HOLIDAY READING: DAYTONA’S LONE WOLF 

 
FORTY YEARS AGO HISTORY WAS MADE BY A HOBBY RACER AND HIS MATE. 
Words: Hamish Cooper 
 

 
 
 Daytona, March 11, 1977. The moment of truth. Cook Neilson is sitting on the front row of the grid 
for the 13-lap Superbike race. Around him are over 30 bikes, including the winning BMWs of the 
previous year, highly-tuned Kawasaki fours, Laverdas, several Ducatis and a Honda and Kawasaki. 
 The first three rows of the grid are packed with America’s top riders on factory-supported 
machinery. 
 Cook has earned his place on the front row. All week his Ducati has held a two-second advantage 
over the field. But now the rider, who came third in 1976, has mixed feelings as he looks around at 
his rivals. 
 “It seemed that the day ought to belong to us,” he recalls 40 years later of the giant-killing efforts 
he and tuner and friend Phil Schilling had achieved that practice week. “But that brings its own 

sense of dread: we better not screw this up.” 
 Riding with Cook were 500,000 followers. They weren’t on Facebook but the readers who paid out 

hard cash for recent issues of Cycle magazine featuring in-depth reports on the building and racing 
progress of Old Blue, aka The California Hot Rod. 
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Cook burns the midnight oil.                     Phil covers the tank with a T-shirt to stop expansion. 
Phil and Cook were fully prepared for this showdown. Their good-luck charm, a photo of Ducati’s 

legendary engineer Dr Fabio Taglioni, was securely taped to their toolbox. Cook and Phil were 
wearing their lucky T-shirts, a wacky logo by Phil that featured Ducati’s industrial engine on the 

front ("It's the only division at Ducati that's making any money, so we should honour that," Phil had 
said when designing them). The St Christopher pendant was screwed tightly to Old Blue’s fairing so 

that even the Protector of Travellers was along for the ride. 
 Phil and Cook had left nothing to chance, poring over every part of the bike in the hours before the 
race. 
 Old Blue featured many one-off parts produced by California’s hotrod culture and was an enigma 

to all except the two men who had built it.  
 For example, its close-ratio gearbox had been commissioned from Webster Gears, a race car 
transmission specialist. Its cost? $1400, about the same as a new Honda four motorcycle of the day. 
 Airflow genius Jerry Branch and dyno expert C.R. Axtell had also been involved. But it was the 
hundreds of hours of painstaking research and development by Phil and Cook that had brought them 
to where they were on this day in 1977. 
 There was a shadow hanging over them: the ever-present threat of unreliability from a motorcycle 
that sometimes consumed its engine internals in moments of high stress; and the issue of fuel 
consumption. 
 “Old Blue was only getting between 11 and 13 miles to the gallon, and the race was 50 miles long,” 

says Cook. 
 So Phil had filled the 20-litre (5 gallon) fuel tank with the precision of a laboratory chemist and 
then placed a white shirt on top to help prevent heat expansion in the sunny and humid Florida 
spring. 
 As the revs built before the start, the sound was deafening. It may have been a production-based 
race, but all the bikes on the grid had gutted mufflers loosely rebaffled to meet a generous 115db 
noise limit.  
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 THE RACE 
 As Cook thundered off the start he saw a flash of bike and leathers out of the corner of his eye. It 
was Wes Cooley’s Yoshimura Kawasaki, the most powerful bike in the race. 
 Cooley’s Kawasaki was an unrivalled beast in the horsepower stakes. But it had one disadvantage. 
It couldn’t get the power to the ground through these early-generation slick tyres without trying to 
tie the chassis in a knot. 
 “My personal concern eased going into Turn One at the beginning of the second lap,” recalls Cook.  
 Back then Daytona’s most challenging corner was a decreasing radius left that Cook describes as 

“excruciatingly complicated”. 
 “You approach it at absolute top speed, and it's a second-gear turn at the apex. But before you get 
there the corner calls for a lot of front brake while you're at a healthy lean angle, and there are at 
least two camber shifts.” 
 Even though he was only on the second lap, what happened next told Cook he could win the race, 
if Old Blue would hold together. The moment is so emotional that, even today, he speaks about the 
bike and himself as if they were a human partnership. 
 “Approaching this turn for the first time, we were about 80 bike lengths behind Wes Cooley's 

Yoshimura Kawasaki; at the apex we were right on his tail,” he recalls. 
 With Cooley in his sights, Cook just had to pull the trigger to take the lead. He did this on Turn 
Five, which he describes as “a little fish-hook right-hander”. 
 But then a typical Old Blue gremlin struck. 
 “I missed a gear shift and got repassed,” he says. “Then I got by him again in the same place a lap 

later. After that I never saw anybody except lapped traffic.” 
 Did Cook ease off to preserve both rider and bike? No way! 
 “I dragged my knee on the ground in Turn One towards the end of the race,” Cook recalls. “That 

seldom happened, because I never learnt the radical hang-off style.” 
 Interestingly, he set his fastest time on the penultimate lap but Cook modestly suggests it was 
probably because Old Blue had shed so much fuel weight. 
 “We ended up winning by 28 seconds - exactly 2 seconds per lap - and averaging just over 100mph 
for the whole race,” says Cook proudly. 
 The previous year BMW rider Steve McLaughlin had beaten team-mate Reg Pridmore in a photo 
finish. McLaughlin’s race time was 30min14.91secs with an average speed of 99.714mph. 
 By contrast Cook’s dominant victory, racing largely against himself, involved a race time of 
29mins53.522sec with an average speed of 100.982mph. 
 “Through it all the Ducati had performed perfectly, except for a tendency to come out of fourth 
gear, which would bedevil us for all of the 1977 season,” says Cook.  
TOP 10 
Cook Neilson was a lone wolf among the best developed production motorcycles on sale in the US, 
as the final top 10 placings at Daytona show. 
1: Cook Neilson. , Ducati 
2: David Emde, Kawasaki 
3: Wes Cooley, Kawasaki 
4: Reg Pridmore, BMW 
5: Mike Baldwin, Moto Guzzi 
6: John Bettencourt, Kawasaki 
7: Kurt Liebmann, Moto Guzzi 
8: Dan Sorenson, Kawasaki 
9: Keith Code, Kawasaki 
10: Will Harding, Kawasaki 
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 DAYTONA DEBRIEF 
 Cook looks back on that day with a huge sense of satisfaction. 
 “The field was full of great Superbike riders - Reg Pridmore, Mike Baldwin, Wes Cooley, David 
Emde, a bunch of others,” he says. “Of course this makes you worry, especially fronting up to guys 
with factory-affiliated bikes. Phil had friends at Ducati, but we weren't able to secure any fancy 
racing parts from them.” 
 He then looks at the other side of the coin. 
 “We had what was acknowledged to be the fastest Ducati on the planet,” he says. 
 “It was only 3 mph slower than the Yoshi Kawasaki through the speed trap, and in terms of 

absolute top speed there were no other bikes in the field that were even close. There were bikes in 
the field that went fast, and bikes that handled and stopped. Only one that day did all three.” 
 What of his riding skills? After all, he was pretty much a hobby racer with a motorcycle magazine 
to produce each month. 
 “I did feel at Daytona that year I was beginning to ride well enough to stay out of the bike's way,” 

he says of his relationship with Old Blue. 
 “The year before we had been beaten by two of the works BMWs - McLaughlin and Pridmore - 
and it really stung. Because even in 1976, the Ducati was way, way better than anything else on the 
track, including having a top speed advantage at Daytona. 
 “So that motivated me all through the 1976 season to get better.” 
 The bike got better too, as Cook explains. 
 “We, as (car Grand Prix team owner) Colin Chapman would say, added lightness, mostly in the 
form of titanium and magnesium bits here and there, and we had commissioned a very expensive 
custom gearbox. So it's fair to say that we brought a lot of focus to Daytona in '77 - and 
determination.” 
 What Cook and Phil achieved on March 11, 1977, wasn’t just Ducati’s first outright win in a 

national race in America. It was a triumph of the “little guys” over the “factory superstars”. 
 Four decades on it still appears as if it only happened yesterday to Cook. 
 “Wow, it's already been 40 years,” said the long-retired racer when first contacted for this feaure. 

OLD BLUE 
 Early fans of Ducati’s bevel-drive V-twin, Cycle magazine editor-in-chief Cook Neilson and 
managing editor Phil Schilling balanced their day jobs with an all-consuming hobby. 
 The genesis of “Old Blue” aka “The California Hot Rod” started with one of three pre-production 
750SS Ducatis originally sent to the US in late 1973.  
 They nicknamed this early attempt “Overdog” and in 1975 it came of age, winning the 750cc class 
at Daytona’s pre-AMA-sanctioned Superbike race and coming fifth overall. To get to this stage the 
pair virtually redesigned the bike, stripping it of unnecessary parts to lighten it, and adding the best 
brakes and suspension they could source while calling on California’s best engine tuners for advice 

and help.  
 With the birth of AMA Superbike, the pair poured the knowledge acquired with the 750 into a 
blue-and-silver 1974 SS bored to 883cc using 450cc liners from Ducati’s single-cylinder model 
range. 
 Now nicknamed “Old Blue” or “The California Hot Rod” the small team’s progress was 

catalogued in Cycle magazine, creating a huge following. 
 Minute detail recorded included how oversized Harley-Davidson valves were installed, how the 
Venolia pistons had Yamaha XT500 rings, the Morris mag wheels ran without inner tubes to save 
weight, etc, etc. 
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 Although the dyno was used for set-up, in true California hot rod tradition, Phil and Cook used the 
drag strip for final testing, eventually turning an 11.52sec quarter-mile time at 118mph. 
 Cook described AMA racing of that period as “four-stroke GP, with lights”. 
 The pair proved they had achieved this, admitting to readers that their bike weighed 30kg less than 
a standard SS. Power was up to 90hp at 8300rpm with a top speed over 240km/h. 
 Phil died in 2015 and soon after Cook recalled their unique relationship. 
 “I was impetuous; Phil was studied, calm,” he said. “I had some harebrained ideas; Phil identified 

them as such and suggested intelligent options. I could see (and fixate on) the trees; Phil saw the 
forest, and everything around it.” 
 Of the 39 races Cook started with Phil at his side, he had 20 wins. 
 There were two major problems that haunted the pair throughout their finest year, 1977: gearboxes 
and oil control. 
 “We never solved the problem of it jumping out of fourth gear,” Cook recalls. “Later on we also 

had a problem with oil getting blown out of the breather and all over the right side of the bike, but 
after the season ended we figured it out. We were overfilling. Oil gets hot, expands, bingo! Out the 
breather.” 
 There is always a lesson to be learnt in racing. 
 

 
Cook Neilson and Phil Schilling bask in the post-race euphoria of an historic win while 
Kawasaki riders Dave Emde, left, and Wes Cooley, right, look on in disbelief. The factory 
racers had been beaten by a home-built hot-rod from California. (Note how the Kawasaki ran 
slick rear and treaded front tyre) 
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2017 Dates 

Date Event  Venue 
 Dec 30-31 SA Historic Titles  Mac Park 
Last Saturday of each month Mac Park Ride Days Mount Gambier 

                                                     For Sale/Wanted 

Wanted Single downtube frame to take 150cc Bultaco engine which is 
375mm long 

Trevor  
83845284 
 

 JAP 350 ohv inner timing cover and a 350 ohv cylinder head 
from the mid-1930s. 

Bob Glynn  
8263 9133 

For 

Sale 

Triumph 650 bare High Comp. +20 piston (may suit BSA B31) $40.  
Triumph 750 piston +20 $40 
 

Trevor 
8384 5284 

 Club Shirts $35, Caps $15, Hats $18, Mugs $4.50, Cloth Badges $10 
and Stickers $2.50. 

Buy at next club 
meeting 
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