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NEXT STOP ISLAND CLASSIC

Simon Cook took out the Ken Blake trophy at the Register’s December
State titles at Mac Park. Now he’s off to the Island Classic to battle
Australia’s best in the Post Classic Unlimited Class on his Honda.

More SA historic titles photos on Page 5
Photo copyright Rob Lewis

Photo’s in this issue are courtesy

www.historicmotorcycleracing.org
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HMCRRSA OFFICE BEARERS 2015/2016
PATRON: Mal Pitman

President Trevor Henderson 8384 5284 (h) 8249 3300 (w) 8241 0529 (fax)
Vice President Danny Ahern 0407 826 951 (m)

Treasurer Dean Watson

Secretary Chris Hayward

Competition Secretary Danny Ahern 0407 826 951 (m)

Social Secretary/Librarian Geoff Grant 0422 413358 geoffpgrant@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor Hamish Cooper 0419 039010 (m) cooper.hamish@gmail.com
Committee Members Paul Walker 0412 816 677

Tony Tildesley
Stuart Penn
Neil Watson
Bob Balestrin

8278 5464

Club Delegates

vacant — Road Race/MSA

Club Addtress

PO Box 311 Campbelltown SA
5074

General Meeting Venue
(third Thursday of each month)

MSA Office
251 The Parade BEULAH PARK

Committee Meeting
(first Tuesday of every month)

Honorary Life Members Peter WESTERMAN (TDeceased) 1998
Richard RAKE 1999
Danny AHERN 2000
David MANSON 2001
Len SMITH 2002
Ken LUCAS 2003
“Doc” WATSON (T Deceased) 2004
Trevor HENDERSON 2005
Phil BAUGHAN 2007
Len DYSON (T Deceased) 2009
Les Bell 2013
Joe Ahern 2017

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Happy New Year! Sadly, not so happy for

Atujara’s Chris Pash, who crashed heavily at
Mac Park on December 31%. We wish you a
speedy recovery, Chris. Otherwise an
excellent State Title meeting. The scratching
of Keith Campbell and mechanical gremlins
to Darren Trotter left opportunities for others
to step up.

Simon Cook carved his name on the Ken
Blake Trophy yet again, with a comfortable
buffer over David Trotter on Wags’ V-Twin
JAP, and Dan Gleeson filling third spot. The
LC Brigade were on fire, the front runners
being Andy Pitman, Nathaniel Wilson and
Brett Metcalf. Andy won the LC Cup from
Nathaniel and Brett, and has a new lap record
for the class, whilst Brett also went under the
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old record. Sadly, an entry of 4 sidecars was
down to 2 by the last event.

An encouraging aspect was being able to rely
on flags around the track and not need the
light system. A big thank you to the guys and
gals of the SA Flag Marshalls Association for
their attendance. Another task we were able to
do “in house” was starting, with Trish
Channell in charge and Andy McDonnell
doing a top job on the line and earning more
brownie points for his Official’s Licence!

Then we have the Transport Corps, who have
the unenviable task of bringing bulky items to
the meeting. It’s not just bikes, fuel, tools and
camping gear. Thanks to Dave Beechey for
shipping and laying out the trophies, Kate for
the wine and the gate and Danny for the rest.
A suggestion for our members! Whether
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coming to help or spectate, why not “car
pool” as the flaggies do? Cost for the journey
will be much reduced, and the 5 to 6 hours of
travelling time will seem to fly.

On another subject, I shall not be standing for
President again at this year’s AGM. I’ve just
had another birthday, and, with % of a century
up, although I still have my faculties, feel it is
time for some younger blood to step up!

We have an excellent core of members on the
Committee, our youngest and most recent

being Nathaniel Wilson, one of the top 3

“LC” racers at the State Titles.

Members like Nathaniel are the future of the
Club, which ironically is devoted to
preserving the past. We are also privileged to
have three members of the Pitman family in
our Club, for that company has been a huge
part of motorcycling in this State, and not just
with the Yamaha brand.

Trevor Henderson, President
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TRFV’S TITBITS: MANX MYSTIQUE

; r’ Geoff Duke

after winning the 1952 350cc race at Assen. He was the Marc Marquez of the Fifties.

It has been many years since a Manx Norton
has been the machine of choice for a rider in
Open Road Racing. But in Historic events
they are both desirable and competitive, and
notice how a crowd gathers when a Manx
fires up and, whilst warming the engine emits
that wonderful “OOM-PAH” sound on the
over-run.

Such a scene occurred at Mac Park during the
State Titles with young Thomas O’Neill and
his late Dad Ross’s Norton that had never
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really been sorted properly. A “Brains Trust”
of (Uncle) Dan Gleeson, Joe Ahern and
Adrian and Jack Wright descended on the
scene, offering advice, experience and Jack’s
carby to improve the Manx’s manners. These
machines also respond to a regimented
starting ritual, which Thomas was picking up
from the “experts”.

Thomas had already impressed with his
efforts on Ross’s 350 BSA, doing a bit of
giant-killing along the way. Danny Ahern
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would know that he earned his 3™ place in the
“Bob Jolly Memorial” with Tom on the
smaller machine harassing him all the way.
Unfortunately, minor issues like a self-
closing fuel tap, kept Tom out of the results
on the Manx, but I’'m sure this will soon be
rectified. Some consolation would have been
getting in front of Dan Gleeson in one of the
P3 500 races.

More Manx magic with Greg Watkins
winning the P3 350 and 500 Championships
plus the “Bob Jolly Memorial”, with Murray
Johnson running in 2" on his 500 Manx.
Ironically, the Manx in its short-stroke,
Featherbed finery may not have happened but

for World War 2 and the subsequent ban on
supercharging. But it did, and kept on
winning long after its time, for Bracebridge
Street made it possible for Everyman to own a
true Grand Prix machine, unlike other
manufacturers whose bikes won
championships but offered nothing similar to
the privateer.
I guess the Manx’s longevity can be
summed up in a line from Cliff Richard’s hit
“Move It”; “I just don’t know what’s going to
replace it”.
Thumbs Up and Change Right!
(The Manx wins here, too)
Trevor Henderson #55.

TRACK DAY AT THE BEND

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT!!!!

The club is once again sharing
track days with the Ducati Owners
Club of SA this year.

The first outing is on Friday 27"
April 2018

Unlike other years where one just
turns up, this year you will need to
register fill in a form and pay prior
to the day.

More info will be forthcoming,
but foremost if you want to be one
of the first motorcyclists on the
new world class track, register
your interest in the first instance.

Email me

dannyahern @senet.com.au
Subject The Bend. Tell me what
you intend to bring out to ride. I
will in due course email back
some forms and pricing details
which can be sorted at your
earliest convenience.

If you want to come out and help,
please do. Email me to tell me that
and I’ll be sure to make you
included in the day’s proceedings.

Danny Ahern
Vice President, Comp Secretary
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STATE TITLES PICS by Rob Lewis and Jane O’Neill

Victorian Russell Craddock on his Thunderbird nicknamed Lady Penelope (get it?)
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Above left: John Inkster had a top weekend. Above: Tour de LC winners, Yellow Jacket to
winner Andy Pitman, Nathaniel Wilson (centre) second and Brett Metcalf (left) third.
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Draft Minutes of the General Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing
Register of SA held at the MSA clubrooms on Thursday, Dec 22, 2017.

The meeting opened at 8pm with 22 members present.
Apologies: Les Bell, Joe Ahern, Richard and Lorraine Rake.
Visitors: Kate and April Clarke

New Members: None

Minutes previous meeting: Proposed Otto Muller, seconded Phil Baughan, Carried unanimously.
Business arising: None

President’s Report:
e Trevor promoted his new motto to members to ‘Do what you can when you can’.
e Richard Rake to undergo an operation next week and it was agreed that a club
member would telephone him to wish him all the best on behalf of the club.

Secretary’s Report:
e No correspondence to report.

Treasurers Report:
e Dean provided details of the November balance sheet.

Competition Secretary:

e Adelaide Motorsport Festival (AMSF) overview provided.

e [t was agreed that this was a highly successful event for the club with all
participants giving it the thumbs up.

e State titles co-ordination discussed. Program ready for collection tomorrow and
looking for a volunteer to transport trophies to Mac Park.

e A total of 130 bikes registered for the event.

e Flaggies will be used in place of the lights.

e John Strauss from the Atujara club passed on his congratulations to the club on
our participation during the AMSF.

e Over 30,000 people attended the event over the weekend. The Bend race
complex was discussed.

e Track likely to be ready by March 2018

e A round of the Asia Cup and Aust Superbikes confirmed for 2018.

e Joint DOCA/HMCRRSA ride day confirmed for the Bend on Friday 27 April.

e State titles discussed.

RR Committee Delegate: There has been no Road Race Panel meeting this month.
MSA delegate: No meeting to report.
General Business:
e SA Ssporting Car Club event at Mallala scheduled for the same day as Aust
Superbikes W/E at the Bend.
e No decision has been made yet re HMCRRSA’s participation for 2018.
e Andy has completed his Level 1 Officials training. Kate and Dan Ahern have
also completed this training.
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e Phil’s official’s licence expires on 31 December 2017.

e ‘Rider-Net’ discussed.

e Hamish was acknowledged for his great work putting the ‘Good Oil’ together
with particular praise for last month’s edition.

e Gilman speedway discussed.

Meeting closed 9.10 pm

Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing Register
of SA held on Jan 2 2018 at the MSA clubrooms

The meeting opened at 7.15pm

Attendees: Trevor Henderson, Dan Ahern, Chris Hayward, Dean Watson, Bob Balestrin, Nathaniel
Wilson.

Apologies: Paul Walker, Neil Watson, Stuart Penn

Visitors: None

Minutes of previous meeting: Acceptance proposed Dan, seconded Dean. Carried unanimously.

The primary focus was a debrief of the 2017 SA State titles at Mac Park:

e Gate monies discussed.

e There was some initial confusion with the Mt Gambier Club re this issue. Dean
reported that this was subsequently resolved.

e Flaggies discussed. Feedback from riders suggests this strategy (v use of lights
system) is universally supported.

e [t was agreed that we will replicate this again next year.

e Flaggies meals and drinks will be billed to the club.

e The shortage of complementary bottles of wine for competitors was discussed.

e The overall layout and content of the program discussed. Some minor problems
got through the checking process.

e Some rider payments still outstanding. To be chased up.

e Discussion re inclusion of additional ‘date of birth’ information to be included on
future entry forms.

e Only 14 programs left over from the state titles meeting.

e Pit shed costs discussed.

e Future inclusion of Period 6 bikes for our state titles discussed. It was agreed
that this was to be investigated and feedback will be sought from Period 6
owners seeking their interest in participating in the 2018 state titles.

e Sidecars discussed. The low number of entries during the recent titles meeting is
of concern. Further discussion required to address this situation.

e The accident during the recent state titles involving Chris Pash was discussed.

e [t was agreed that the Club would send him a get-well card and keep in touch
with him (via his daughter) to check on his recovery.

Meeting closed 9.45 pm
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2018 Dates
Date Event Venue
Jan 26-28 Island Classic Phillip Island
April 27 Joint club track day The Bend
Mar 22-25 Int Festival of Speed Sydney M’Sport Park

Last Saturday of each month Mac Park Ride Days Mount Gambier
For Sale/Wanted
Wanted | Single downtube frame to take 150cc Bultaco engine which is Trevor
375mm long 83845284
JAP 350 ohv inner timing cover and a 350 ohv cylinder head Bob Glynn
from the mid-1930s. 8263 9133
For Triumph 650 bare High Comp. +20 piston (may suit BSA B31) $40. | Trevor
Sale Triumph 750 piston +20 $40 8384 5284

Club Shirts $35, Caps $15, Hats $18, Mugs $4.50, Cloth Badges $10
and Stickers $2.50.

meeting
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