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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

This is my last report before the Nationals, 

which I am sure will be very successful. As 

well as an excellent entry with many 

household names, at least to motorcycle 

racing fans, I feel we also have some top 

people in official roles. I’m hugely impressed 

with Danny’s efforts in so many areas. With 

his profile in the sport, many seek him for his 

opinion, or to give him theirs. He’ll probably 

have someone shouting at his helmet as he’s 

preparing to enter the track, so let’s hope the 

officials can field any queries and let our 

people enjoy their racing. 

 Despite the comments of critics towards a 

few bikes, built with a spanner in one hand 

and rule book in the other, I feel the 

Australian historic racing scene is vibrant and 

healthy. Machines are mostly well presented, 

looking and sounding the way you’d expect. 

Although there have been some exciting races 

this year, I still find MotoGP a bit contrived, 

as are many other “big” sports. Rafts of rule 

changes to create that level playing field often 

fail, a classic case being Formula One’s 

“double points on last round” to curb the 

dominance of one competitor, only to drop it 

again. 

 I hope everyone enjoyed the ride day on 4th 

September, whether used as a shakedown for 

the Nationals or just a fun day out. These days 

should be equally rewarding for those who 

normally push hard, or those whose is more 

social. Oh, and don’t forget the Motorsport 

Festival at Victoria Park the weekend after the 

Nationals. It was an excellent event last year. 

 

 
                      Trevor Henderson, President

mailto:geoffpgrant@iwideband.net.au
mailto:cooper.hamish@gmail.com
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ADELAIDE MOTORSPORT FESTIVAL, OCT 17-18

Yes, it is on again and yes our club has been invited to participate. Check out 

www.adelaidemotorsportfestival.com.au to see how big this event will be. 

 Basically we have been asked to have a display of bikes at Victoria Park over the two days, during 

which we will get to do spirited demonstrations behind a pace vehicle, twice each day. 

 It is the Register’s intention to make this a bit of a club picnic event, just as we did last year. 

 Ideally we will be able to have up to 20 bikes go onto the track and of course we could have a few 

more than this on static display. 

 We ideally need to get the bikes set up on Friday afternoon, although very early arrivals on 

Saturday can be accommodated. Trailers will need to be parked away from the display area, which 

will be marked appropriately. 

 There will be 24-hour security there and all of the place will be securely fenced off. The cars that 

are coming are just out of this world. They have F1 cars coming from overseas and are expecting 

crowds of up to 20,000 rolling in to experience the show. 

 I urgently need to get a show of interest from those that want to be part of this fine event, that the 

Sporting Car Club is working so hard at to become an annual must-do fixture. 

 It is the club’s intention to subsidise this event heavily as we did last year. We have got the permit 

sorted. Participants will be required to have a licence or can get one on the day for a cost of $35. 

Club members of 5 years standing or longer will have their entry fee paid for by the club. All others 

will be as determined but we anticipate it to be less than the advertised price on the Sporting Car 

Club’s entry forms. 

 If interested, please get on to me ASAP as time is of the essence. The details I need to get the ball 

rolling are 

 

NAME……………………………………………………………. 

 

BIKE DETAILS 

MAKE………………………………………………….. 

YEAR…………………………………………………… 

MODEL………………………………………………… 

YEAR…………………………………………………… 

 

LIC NO………………………………………………….. 

 
I hope to be able to facilitate all those wishing to be involved. Here is a golden opportunity to have 

a great weekend amongst our bikes, our friends and some real car exotica too. 

 Please email me your Registration of Interest at dannyahern@senet.com.au 

 

 

 

Danny Ahern 

 

 

http://www.adelaidemotorsportfestival.com.au/
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FROM THE COMPETITION SECRETARY

I am pleased to say there is a bit to talk about this month and indeed it will be the last update in the 

Good Oil before the club brings together and runs the 2015 Australian Historic Titles. 

 I can report that we have 180 riders competing on 325 bikes over the 4-day festival. Every single 

garage will be adorned with motorcycles. We have across the whole spectrum from the Period 2 

Pre-War bikes right up to the latest band of Historic log booked machinery dating up until 1990. 

 Many of the fields have well over 20 bikes in them and as such spectators will be treated to a 

smorgasbord of racing.  

 Never before have all the 100 garages been taken up with bikes, but they will in effect only house 

about half of the machinery entered.  

 With Wednesday down as a day to ‘roll in’ where all and sundry can arrive at the track, set up their 

pit arrangements, become acquainted with the circuit and its facilities before getting their bikes 

scrutineered in readiness for the Thursday practice. 

 Thursday will see all 17 race groups get two opportunities to sort out where the track goes in their 

head as well as sort out the gearing etc.  

 Friday follows suit with all groups getting two opportunities to qualify for their races. 

 Saturday and Sunday spectators will get to witness more racing than anyone has seen on a weekend 

at Mallala Motorsport Park. There are 51 races scheduled over the two days with most being five 

laps. It will be back-to-back racing with minimal breaks between races just so that we can get 

through the full program. 

 Robbie Phillis is a star attraction, but having had a huge high-speed off at Phillip Island a couple of 

weeks back he will not be participating in the on-track racing but will be at the event helping his 

buddy ‘Spud’ out as well as being part of the event as our very special guest. Just a pity he will not 

be racing.  

 Another couple of special attractions are two TT heroes of the Isle of Man in Cam Donald and our 

very own home grown Dave ‘Davo’ Johnson. Both these are very approachable amicable guys who 

will bring a great deal to our huge event. 

 Other big names involved are of course our Event Ambassador Daryl Beattie, ex-GP winner and 

motorsport commentator, whom we are all so much looking forward to having at the event. 

MotoGP legend Jeremy Burgess is a strong chance of being around for a day or two and of course 

our Club Patron, Mal Pitman, is not only at the event but has rounded up some real fine Yamaha 

tackle to have on display over the weekend. He will be able to start some of them up. Needless to 

guess where the crowds will be at the lunch time breaks when the noise fires up! 

 The club is heavily reliant on a good volunteer base, with a number of jobs that need doing over the 

five days that we are running the event.  

 Don’t be shy. Put your hand up as a club member and get involved. Let me know if you can be of 

any assistance at all. Your help will ensure this event goes off with the minimum of effort. 

 As I type this I think, gee about this time in four weeks I would have maybe had a race or two at 

the titles and hopefully my main role of administering all this huge event will be seeing it primarily 

being run by a great bunch of likeminded enthusiasts. 

 Next month, I and others should be able to tell stories of what actually went on at the titles 2015. 

 To all those who get involved in any way ,big or small, I sincerely thank you now on behalf of the 

Register. Let’s now all enjoy our ‘Long Weekend’. 

      

                                                                                                Danny Ahern, Competition Secretary 
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TREV’S TITBITS:  TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS

I’d recently joined the Velocette Club and started scrambling. The club had an interest in a Hills 

property and decided to run the annual “Closed to Club “trial there.  

 The entry included Dave Basham on a Cotton road trials bike, Milton Lewis on his new Cotton 

Starmaker scrambler, yours truly on a 125cc Excelsior and my mate on his Bantam.  

 Six sections, probably dead easy for proper trials bikes, were run in both directions. Encouraging 

words “if you clean the next section you’ll be in front” had me ride through the ropes!  

 At the end I was 3rd, but the anticipated “maiden” award wasn’t issued.  

 I had the consolation of being the only rider to clean the steepest section when run in reverse. 

 It wasn’t skill, or power, of which I had very little, but a rigid 125 Excelsior can turn tighter than a 

Cotton scrambler. My mate’s Bantam split the fuel tank, dousing the family jewels, a painful legacy 

of his only motorcycle competition. 

 I became friends with Peter Summers, who rode a C15 BSA in scrambles and a Bantam in trials, 

who suggested I enter an open trial. It was at Sheoak Road, near Belair National Park, using gullies 

& washaways at the edge of the road. My Villiers engine was now tuned and in a swinging arm 

Francis Barnett frame, which didn’t suit an event dominated by Victorians with large front wheels 

and lots of ground clearance.  

 My 19” wheel failed to surmount the obstacles, I slid forward and my wheel came round, trapping 

my thighs between tank, handlebar and forks. Result stiff, sore, black and blue.  

 There was no fairytale ending to my dalliance with trials, which ended when I rode my 125cc 

Bultaco (that one!) in another “Closed to Club” event, this time at Clarendon, where my 10,000 rpm 

engine didn’t want to “plonk”. 

. 
Thumbs Up & Change Right 

Trevor Henderson # 55 
 
 

2015 STATE TITLES

Just a friendly reminder that we too have our state titles for 2015 on the 2nd and 3rd Jan 2016. 

Supp regs have been approved, but as you will appreciate I have chosen to hold back releasing these 

until the nationals are at least well sorted. 

 As we do, practice will be held for entered bikes on the Friday, it will be pay on the day and run by 

the Mount Gambier Club. 

 I’m sure we will pick up some new takers when the interstaters get to see how well we put a race 

meeting together when they attend the nationals.  

 You will have the regs emailed to you.  

 

                                                                                              Danny Ahern, Competition Secretary 
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     COMBINED CLUB RIDE DAY MALLALA, SEPT 4 Pics Russell Tovey
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Draft Minutes of the General Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing 

Register of SA (incorporating the 2015 AGM) held at the MSA clubrooms  

on Thursday,  Aug 20. 
 

The meeting opened at 8.00pm with 20 members attending. 

 

Apologies: Tony Tildesley, Terry McBride, Bob Glynn, Lorraine Rake, 

David Beechey, Claire Harmon, Phil and Ronna 

Visitors: Ray Mann 

New members: None 

Minutes of previous meeting:  Proposed Les Bell, Seconded John Inkster.  Accepted by 

members via show of hands. 

Business arising: None  

 

Reports: 

President’s report 

 Trevor provided a brief overview of the planning for the upcoming Nationals at be held 

at Mallala  

 He encouraged all members, particularly those who won’t be competing to assist in any 

way they can. 

Secretary’s report 

 Correspondence included MSA’s request for updated membership list and details of 

club’s office bearers.  This will be completed over the next week or so.  

 Competition licence holders have been contacted by MSA providing link into their rider 

profile via Ridernet. 

 Chris undertook to contact MSA to enquire if/when MSA will be attending a 

HMCRRSA meeting to brief members on progress of Ridernet. 

Treasurer’s report 

 Dean reported entry fees for Nationals contributed significantly to income while 

outgoings included event ambassador Daryl Beattie’s air travel and payment for 

transponder hire.  

 Detailed annual balance sheet available for perusal from Dean. 

 

Comp Secretary’s report 

 Danny reminded members of the upcoming joint HMRRSA/Ducati Owners Club ride 

day on 4 September at Mallala.  Information has been published in the Good Oil. 

 Media coverage of upcoming nationals has been good with more to come. 

  Ticketing for spectators has been arranged with Clem Smith.  
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  Entries for Nationals close next week. 

 Dan provided a general overview of likely fields for categories. 

 Assistance from other clubs has been strong. Particularly from Phoenix and Café Racers.  

 General questions were raised re ‘one event licences’ for the National titles.  

MSA 

 In Phil’s absence there were no delegate reports  

R/R Committee 

 n/a 

 

 

2015 AGM 

At this point the meeting was suspended with all current Committee members vacating 

their positions.  The AGM was chaired by Les Bell (Life member) who chaired the 

AGM and undertook the role of ‘Returning Officer’ for the election of new Committee. 

Nominations were called for each position with voting undertaken by a show of hands. 

The following outcomes recorded:- 

 

   Nominated  Nominated by  Seconded by 

Club Patron  Mal Pitman  Dan Ahern   Otto Muller 

President  Trevor Henderson Dean Watson  Neil Watson 

Vice President Dan Ahern   Bob Glynn  Richard Rake 

Treasurer  Dean Watson  Trevor Henderson Neil Watson 

Secretary  Chris Hayward Dan Ahern  Bob Glynn 

Competition Sec Dan Ahern   Otto Muller  Dean Watson 

Publicity Officer Dan Ahern  Neil Watson  Chis Hayward 

Editor   Hamish Cooper Dan Ahern  Trevor Henderson 

Social Sec/Lib Geoff Grant  Trevor Henderson Chris Hayward 

Committee members 

   Bob Balestrin  Neil Watson   Dean Watson 

   Paul Walker  Dan Ahern   Bob Balestrin 

Neil Watson  Trevor Henderson Bob Balestrin 

Stuart Penn  Trevor Henderson Chris Hayward 

Tony Tildesely Neil Watson  Dean Watson 

MSA Delegate Phil Baughan  Dan Ahern  Chris Hayward 

Road Race Delegate Phil Baughan  Neil Watson   Trevor Henderson 

 

Each position attracted only one nominee 

The August General meeting was then reconvened with newly elected executive  

 

General business   

 Trevor thanked Otto for displaying his immaculate TZ 350 C during the meeting. 
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 Members asked many questions about the history and specifications of the machine and 

Otto informed the meeting that he was planning to ride the bike during the upcoming 

ride day on 4 Sept.  

 There was a general discussion involving whether to invite long standing members to the 

Nationals. 

 10 year membership list will be checked soon. 

Meeting closed at 9.30pm.   

  

Draft Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing 

Register of South Australia held on Aug 6, at Dernancourt. 
The meeting opened at 7.30pm 

Present:  Trevor Henderson Danny Ahern, Chris Hayward, Dean Watson, Neil Watson, Stuart 

Penn, Tony Tildesley, Bob Balestrin. 

Apologies:  Paul Walker  

The principle purpose for this meeting was to report progress on agreed work streams for the 

Mallala National Titles meeting.  Specific responsibilities discussed with updates from account 

managers appointed for various tasks.  

Minutes of previous meeting:  Proposed Dan, seconded Dean. Accepted unanimously.  

 

National Titles issues 

 Potential funding from MSA Road Race Committee re promotion of National Titles 

discussed. Chris to draft a letter of request for consideration of Committee. 

 Tyre changing facilities discussed. Craig Jones contacted Dan re offer to provide this 

although Lee Banks as already been engaged to provide this service during the event. 

 Dan raised the issue of allowing the Scouts to help with the Sausage Sizzle. 

Unanimously supported by the Committee.  

 Dan also suggested that this could be an offering each night from Wed.  Committee 

supported this proposal. Dan to contact the Scouts and discuss with them 

 The Japanese Vintage Club (Mike Godfrey) has approached the Club seeking 

permission to display their member’s motorcycles during the National titles. 

Following discussion it was agreed to support this request.  Dan to coordinate 

response/siting etc.  

 A general discussion took place re the proposed promotional poster for the event. It 

was unanimously approved by the Committee.  

 Dan informed Robbie Phillis was very happy to attend the event and has offered to 

be available for any promotional assistance prior to and during the meeting.  

Meeting closed at 9.00pm  
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Draft Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing 

Register of South Australia held on Tuesday, Aug 18, at Dernancourt. 
 

The meeting opened at 7.30pm 

Present:  Trevor Henderson Danny Ahern, Chris Hayward, Neil Watson, Tony Tildesley, Bob 

Balestrin. 

Apologies:  Paul Walker, Dean Watson 

The purpose for this meeting was to report on progress and discuss logistics for the Mallala 

National Titles meeting.  Specific responsibilities discussed with updates from account managers 

appointed for discrete tasks.  

Minutes of previous meeting: Proposed Dan, seconded Trevor. Accepted unanimously.  

 

National Titles issues 

 Potential funding from the RR committee for promotion of the National Titles was 

discussed.  Chris agreed to draft correspondence to RR Committee seeking funding 

support 

 Business Class flights for Daryl Beattie approved (he is flying back to Sydney and 

straight into TV studio off plane for RPM program preparation for Motegi GP). 

 Posters now produced and distribution discussed. Com members agreed to distribute 

to traders throughout metro and northern regional areas. 

 Utilising Channel 44 (regional TV) was discussed. It was agreed that we would 

approach this media company and negotiate pre-event publicity as well as possible 

coverage during the event. 

 Dan explained that we were unable to approach Channel 10 because of potential 

contract issues with Daryl Beattie (Hamish Cooper to investigate further on this) 

 Honda Australia sponsorship hasn’t eventuated. 

 Chris to draft open letter to all SA Clubs (via MSA) promoting the event and calling 

on all club’s support to encourage spectator attendance.  

 Entry costs for the event agreed at adults $10 Friday and $30 for Saturday and 

Sunday with 3 day pass at $50.  Children free to attend (accompanied by an adult)  

 Tickets available at gate.  

 Signs directing people to specific areas at Mallala motor sports park will be 

produced by HMCRRSA member Kris Rowan. 

 Status of current entries discussed. Over 250 bikes expected for the meeting. 
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 It was agreed that we would require 800 passes for the event to supply riders, 

entrants, volunteers and other support personnel.  

 Posting e forms on our website will be deferred until post National titles. 

 Roles and responsibilities during the event were discussed. 

 2-way radios – Hire to be coordinated by Tony. 

 Catering for Officials discussed.  Trevor to approach other Clubs (Phoenix and Café 

Racers) who have run events at Mallala for advice on possible suppliers. 

 Discussion held re possible beer stall at the event. Mixed views re this but it was 

agreed that Trevor would approach the local Lions Club before any decision was 

made. 

 Machine Examiners still required. Chris and Trevor agreed to assist for the Thursday 

2.00pm – 5.00pm where possible. 

 Tony discussed the glassware rider gifts. He produced examples of possible designs 

and products. It was agreed to purchase 250 units at a total cost of $1390 - $2000 

(depending on design)  

 Tony agreed to personally collect from Victoria prior to event.  

 Ducati Club to have a promotional stand at the event.  

 Overview of the $250 sponsorship packages given Dan. 

Meeting closed at 10.00pm  

 

Draft Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing 

Register of South Australia held on Sept 1, at Dernancourt. 
 

The meeting opened at 7.30pm 

Present:  Trevor Henderson Danny Ahern, Chris Hayward, Neil Watson, Dean Watson, Tony 

Tildesley, Bob Balestrin, Stuart Penn. 

Apologies:  Paul Walker. 

The purpose for this meeting was to update progress and discuss logistics for the Mallala National 

Titles meeting.  Specific responsibilities discussed with updates from account managers appointed 

for discrete tasks.  

Minutes of previous meeting: -Proposed Dan, seconded Bob. Accepted unanimously.  

 

National Titles issues 

 Dan provided a detailed overview of likely race formats and likely final rider 

numbers in each category. 

 Ride day logistics discussed. Permit has been confirmed. 
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 Clem has raised issues around requirements for Medical support services during the 

titles meeting. It was agreed after much discussion that Dean would approach EMT 

with a view to providing additional ambulance services. 

 Clem has raised issue of the recovery vehicle for the meeting. Clem expressed 

support for John Kroon to undertake this role utilising the track recovery vehicle and 

trailer. He agreed to reduce the cost of this hire to $100 each day.  

 The club held no liability to fund any additional components re recovery. 

 Official T shirt design discussed. It was agreed that official undertaking duties for 

the full 3 days of the meeting would each be presented with a T shirt.  Dan to check 

the cost of producing these  

 Event entry tickets discussed. It was agreed that these would not be mailed out to 

competitors and officials but rather held at the check-in point adjacent to the main 

gate. (similar to Phillip Island) 

 Advertising re Channel 44 discussed. Bob agreed to chase up production of short 

advertisement.  

 Acceptances for the race meeting still have to be completed. 

 Fuel purchase orders discussed. It was agreed that a notice would go out to 

competitors facilitating pre purchasing. 

 Two way radios. Trevor to collect for Friday’s ride day.  

 Tony provided an overview of decorative glass design to be included in the riders 

briefing pack.  

 Welding services discussed. Dan to follow up. 

 Catering for Officials discussed. Dean to contact Phoenix Club to enquire who they 

contracted for their meetings. Gawler based catering was discussed with Subway 

suggested. It was agreed that Subway would be used for the Friday ride day as a test 

for possible use during the Nationals.  

 Lions Club have agree to open their drinks stall at the event. 

 Dan spoke re the proposed Motorsport Festival on 17/18 October. HMCRRSA will 

attend with suitable bikes for display and parade.  

Meeting closed at 10.00pm  
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Draft Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing 

Register of South Australia held on Sept 8, at Dernancourt. 
 

The meeting opened at 7.30pm 

Present:  Trevor Henderson Danny Ahern, Chris Hayward, Neil Watson, Dean Watson, Tony 

Tildesley, Bob Balestrin, Stuart Penn. 

Apologies:  Paul Walker. 

The purpose for this meeting was to update progress and discuss logistics for the Mallala National 

Titles meeting.  Specific responsibilities discussed with updates from account managers appointed 

for discrete tasks.  

Minutes of previous meeting: Proposed Dan, seconded Bob. Accepted unanimously.  

 

National Titles issues 

 Dan provided the final draft for the race program.  Following a discussion the 

meeting supported the draft. 

 The schedule provides for 17 races per round, with 3 legs each. 

 Dan produced a map of the Mallala raceway and the meeting discussed the facilities, 

the parking and pit garage allocation etc.   

 Roles for each Committee member discussed for the Wednesday and beyond. This 

includes parking directions, exhibition displays, and rider check in, etc. 

 Sponsorship update provided. Confirmed sponsors include: 

o All Bikes 

o Ian Williams 

o Show and Go 

o Banner Mitre 10 

o Pitmans 

o Redline 

o Shannons 

o Power Brakes  

o Houghton Honda 

o Veterans’ MCC 

o Moto Tumby 

o Scotchers Petroleum 
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o Retro Spares 

o Simon Cook Automotive repairs (SCAR) 

o Hoey 

o The Garage. 

 The meeting discussed the quantity of programs required for the event.  Agreed to 

order 750 programs. 250 for competitors with the remaining for spectators. 

 Everything is on track re the official historic race bike exhibition.  Scouts have 

offered to provide the club with x2 marquees that will be used for this display.  

Meeting closed at 10.00pm  

 

 

2014-15 Dates 

Date Event  Venue 

September 26-27 
Lord of the Lake Historic Road Race Lakeside, Qld 

Oct 8-11 2015 Aust Historic Championships Mallala 

Jan 2-3, 2016 SA Historic Champs Mac Park 

Feb 27-28 Classic Master of Mac Park Mac Park 

Broadford Ride Days 2015 July 13. Sept 7, Oct 5, Nov 6, Dec 7 Entry fee $120 

Champion ride days at Mallala  

 

4 &26 July, 15 & 28 Aug, 12 & 25 

September, 3 & 31 Oct, 12 & 29 Nov, 11 

& 19 Dec 

 

 

                                                     For Sale/Wanted 

Wanted 2.15X18 alloy front rim 36 spoke. 

Preferably laced to a TZ Yamaha hub 

Kris 

0413516820 

 1960 BSA A10 duplex frame with sidecar lugs. Trevor  

83845284 

 Any information or work sheets for 1930s 250cc OHV JAP engine 

especially info on the oil systems used. 

Bob 

8263 9133 

For 

Sale 

4-Jaw Chuck, As New, Overall Diameter 830 mm, $100. 

Aluminium Motorcycle Workbench with folding  legs, $100 o.n.o. 

Trevor  

83845284 

 Hinckley Triumph Bonneville factory accessory windscreen with all 

fittings, complete standard exhaust system, front-rear indicators, rear 

fender and tail-light, standard airbox and air filter with all fittings. 

$250 the lot. 

 

Hamish 

0419039010 
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