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DAVO’S 200MPH NORTON 
Register member David “Davo” Johnson is hitting the headlines in the UK motorcycle press as he 

prepares the Norton V4 for the Isle of Man TT. He recently hit 200mph on a test run at a former 

World War II airfield. Davo is confident new electronics will tame the Norton’s Aprilia-sourced 

MotoGP-spec engine, a problem at last year’s TT. More photos: Pages 7-8           Photo JamieMorris19    

 

Remembering “Rocket” Rayner: A pictorial special is on Page 9
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HMCRRSA OFFICE BEARERS 2013/2014 

PATRON: Mal Pitman 
President Trevor Henderson 8384 5284 (h)  8249 3300 (w) 8241 0529 (fax) 

Vice President Danny Ahern 0407 826 951 (m) 

Treasurer Dean Watson  

Secretary  Chris Hayward  

Competition Secretary Danny Ahern 0407 826 951 (m) 

Social Secretary/Librarian Geoff Grant 0422 413358 geoffpgrant@hotmail.com 

Newsletter Editor Hamish Cooper 0419 039010 (m)   cooper.hamish@gmail.com 

Committee Members Paul Walker 
Tony Tildesley 
Stuart Penn 
Neil Watson 
Bob Balestrin 

0412 816 677 
8278 5464 
 

Club Delegates Phil Baughan – Road Race/MSA  

Club Address 
PO Box 311 Campbelltown SA 
5074  

 

General Meeting Venue 
(third Thursday of each month) 

MSA Office 
251 The Parade  BEULAH PARK 

Committee Meeting 
(first Tuesday of every month) 

Honorary Life Members Peter WESTERMAN (Deceased) 
Richard RAKE 
Danny AHERN  
David MANSON  
Len SMITH  
Ken LUCAS 

“Doc” WATSON (Deceased) 
Trevor HENDERSON  
Phil BAUGHAN 

Len DYSON (Deceased) 
Les Bell 

1998 
1999 
2000 
2001 
2002 
2003 
2004 
2005 
2007 
2009 
2013 

                                         PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Welcome to winter! Those who competed at 

Mac Park’s Seniors were expecting the worst, 

but a few showers was it. There was plenty of 

good racing and, to use an old idiom, “thrills 

& spills”. Keith Campbell and Darren Trotter 

became combatants in the first P3 race, their 

coming together at Water Tower on the last 

lap throwing the placings wide open. Our two 

Dannys at one stage tried to occupy the same 

piece of bitumen, Dan G doing a bit of 

grasstracking and Dan A saving his off for 

later. Neil Watson was a major winner, Doc 

must have been looking down as the MAC 

Velo scored wins in P2 and the Combined 

Handicap. Neil also had a pleasant surprise 

with a 3rd place on the 250 Yamaha. 

 Thwarted but rewarded were David Short, 

Paul Gloede and Chris Hayward, while 

trophies also went to Geoff Grant and the two 

Dans. Good to see Paul Walker and Andy 

McDonnell back on track. Alternating 

between G50 & Suzuki, Darren Trotter made 

many trips to the podium. 

 I assume those who left for home on Sunday 

missed the worst of the weather, which we 

felt on Monday. Fierce winds tried to push us 

alternatively sideways and backwards, 

followed by rain. We made it home, the only 

evidence there being a couple of fallen palm 

fronds and a broken flagpole. 

 Not much on locally now, but later this 

month Winton in Victoria hosts their annual 

2+4, to which our Danny G is going. Good 

luck, Dan, I’m sure you’ll do us proud. 

 
Trevor Henderson, President  

mailto:geoffpgrant@iwideband.net.au
mailto:cooper.hamish@gmail.com
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CLUB POINTS FOR COLLINGROVE HILLCLIMB 2016 

 
ADELAIDE MOTORSPORT FESTIVAL 

 The Sporting Car Club of SA are once again keen to have us as part of their festival that is growing 

from year to year. Last year’s festival was a two-day affair and it will be again this year. Those 

involved last year would agree it was a fantastic club even tfor us. 

 The promoters have asked if we can provide 20 bikes that will get on track and as such I am putting 

it out to members to consider being part of the activities again this year. 

 Unfortunately it clashes with the National Titles in Tasmania on 19th & 20th November but 

hopefully that will not diminish the calibre of show we can put on. This is a golden opportunity for 

some of our members with class machinery who want to show and and parade them. 

The clubs intention is to cover the costs for members once again. 

Please get on to me to register your interest ASAP!                                   DANNY AHERN #27 
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Draft Minutes of the General Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing 

Register of SA held at the MSA clubrooms on Thursday, April 21. 
 

The meeting opened at 8pm with 22 members attending. 

 

Apologies: Les Bell, Ronna, Claire, Arron McDowell, Joe Ahern.   

Visitors: Eddie Nasisi, Kenny Martin.  

New members: N/A. 

Minutes of previous meeting:  Moved Otto Muller, Seconded Phil Baughan, Accepted by 

members via show of hands. 

Business arising: None  

 

Reports: 

President’s report 

 Trevor acknowledged visitors to the meeting. 

 Trevor spoke about his experience renewing his race licence via Rider net.  He 

expressed some frustration with the process and in particular the $9.60 transaction fee. 

 The meeting discussed this and the general feeling amongst members was that this 

charge was excessive and unfair. 

 M/A has scheduled a level 4 key officials seminar. 

Secretary’s report 

 Chris reported that correspondence via the PO Box has become virtually non existent. 

 Trevor and Chris will attend the next MSA AGM (with Phil as Road Race Manager)  

Treasurer’s report (March) 

 Dean reported incomings and outgoings for the month. 

 Dean provided account balance details for each of the two HMCRRSA accounts as well 

the total for the combined accounts. 

 Members who are unable to attend monthly meetings were reminded to contact Dean if 

‘up to date’ account balance details are required.  

Comp Secretary’s report 

 Dan provided an overview of the upcoming Seniors meeting at Mac Park  

 The recent joint HMCRRSA/DOCSA ride day at Mallala was discussed. The day was a 

great success although was cut short in the afternoon as a result of a serious rider 

incident requiring the helicopter ambulance. That rider has recovered in hospital. 

 Final rider tally for the day was 48 DOCSA and 35 HMCRRSA members and guests. 

 Dan gave special thanks to those members who assisted with the running of the day.  

 ‘Come and Try’ riders included our own Patron, Mal Pitman. 
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 Dan provided a report on the recent Barry Sheene race event in Sydney that he and Dan 

Gleeson attended.  Both HMCRRSA members performed well. 

 The recent Victorian state titles meeting at Broadford was also very successful for 

HMCRRSA members who attended. 

   

MSA/RR Committee 

 Phil reported that the RR Committee met last night. 

 ‘Rider net’ rider race number ID causing a bit of concern. 

 A number of ‘Rule Change’ submissions have been considered. These include proposals 

to amend the current requirements re Ethylene Glycol based coolants in radiators.  It was 

agued that some modern coolants (that currently do not comply) do not pose a rider 

hazard in the event of a spill onto the track and are a much more effective cooling agent 

than water alone.  Nevertheless this amendment proposal has been rejected.  

 Another issue raised included the use of E85 fuel in place of the current 100 (Ron) 

maximum requirement for period 5 and 6 machines. E85 exceeds the current 100 (Ron) 

rating and therefore cannot be used although there are likely benefits in terms of cost and 

environmental impacts.  Phil will undertake additional research before reporting back. 

 Responses re proposed amendments will be accepted up until mid June. 

 MSA AGM scheduled for Wed 27 April 2016  

General business   

 Dan updated the meeting re the proposed ‘Sellicks Beach’ event.  The proposal is still 

‘simmering’ although inconsistent messages are coming through.   

 Bits and Bikes have a TR ex-period 4 bike for sale. 

 Trevor raised the matter of Historic bikes competing in the modern race meetings.  The 

meeting discussed the merits of the Historic involvement in these events. There were 

mixed views on the merits of racing in a combined category as well as evaluating the 

value based on the relatively high entry costs for such events.  Phil offered to liaise with 

the Modern clubs to clarify a number of issues.   

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.15pm.   
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Draft Minutes of the Committee Meeting of the Historic Motor Cycle Racing 

Register of South Australia held on Tuesday, May 3, at the MSA clubrooms. 

 
The meeting opened at 7.30pm 

Present:  Trevor Henderson, Danny Ahern, Chris Hayward, Dean Watson, Neil Watson Bob 

Balestrin, Stuart Penn.   

Apologies:  Tony Tildesley, Paul Walker 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Proposed Dean, seconded Dan. Accepted unanimously.  

Business Arising:  

 Dean reported that Atujara’s enquiry regarding a refund for unused garages during the 

recent National Titles event at Mallala has been resolved with $540 being refunded. 

 Dan reported that Luke (Charleton) will not be available to attend the June Committee 

meeting as suggested due to his overseas holiday commitments. 

 Nevertheless the Committee discussed HMCRRSA’s web site at length agreeing to include 

this as a standing issue during all future Committee meetings. Specific updates/amendments 

were discussed and Dan called for volunteers to take responsibility to record agreed changes 

re the website and forward on to the web administrator. Dean, Neil and Bob agreed to take 

on this as a shared role. 

Treasurer’s Report 

 There were only minor changes to the overall balances with DOCSA reimbursing 

HMCRRSA for their share of the costs re the recent joint ride day at Mallala. 

 Dean received request from a Variety Club Bash participant seeking sponsorship. The 

Committee agreed to support $500. The participant agreed to display HMCRRSA’s logo on 

the vehicle during the event. Proposed Neil, Seconded Bob.  Motion carried unanimously.  

Secretary’s Report 

 Chris attended the MSA AGM on 27 April. A brief report was provided.  MSA’s running of 

the recent FMX event at Murray Bridge incurred substantial financial loss of around $80k.  

Committee discussed this with general feelings of concern and disappointment expressed. 

 Chris to draft a letter to MSA seeking reimbursement of advertising costs incurred by 

HMCRRSA relating to the national titles event at Mallala in 2015. 

General Business  

 Dan provided update on developments re the Sellicks Beach race meeting proposal. There 

are still many hurdles to overcome and no certainty the event will take place in 2017. 

 Design of 10-year membership certificates discussed.  A specific design background was 

agreed although whereabouts of the master copy was unknown.  Dean agreed to follow up.  

 Dan informed the meeting that promotion of the 2016 Adelaide Festival of Motor Sport was 

about to kick off. It was agreed that HMCRRSA’s involvement over the past couple of 

years has been a great success and the Committee endorsed our involvement again for 2016.  

Meeting closed at 10.00pm  
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INSIDE THE NORTON TT TEAM  

 
Testing at Oulton Park. The muffler will be removed for the Isle of Man course. 
 

        
Looks like he’s running Dunlop tyres, then.          Compact dimensions of the Spondon chassis. 
                                                                                                                                  Picture Mike Radcliffe 
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The TT Travelling Marshals will be riding Hondas but last week Norton twins were used as official 
marshal transport for a major cycling event on the island.  
 

    
Norton’s owner Stuart Garner and Davo at a Norton Factory open night. This sunny evening  
makes a contrast to chilly testing at the Isle of Man’s Jurby airfield in early April. Picture Jim Gibson. 
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 REMEMBERING “ROCKET” RAYNER

 
Trevor Henderson has provided these photos of Peter “Rocket” Rayner, one of the Register’s 
staunchest competitors in the early days. His weapon of choice was his 1953 BSA B31. 
 

  
Peter hangs out with the usual suspects - the Tildesley clan and Trevor.  
Above right: He compares trophies with Tony T.  
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 THAT WILL DO FOR A WHILE  by Danny Ahern

 
Geoff Grant get the front end all light. 
 

 The Seniors Road Races for me marks the end of racing for me until the sun comes out next spring. 

With the Seniors, or Ol’ Farts as most of us refer to it, I am not a regular participant. The reason for 

that is twofold. One being that at that time of year the weather at Mount Gambier is often wet and I 

am passed racing in the rain. This year the threat was huge but things were not too bad at all, with 

light rain at times but nothing torrential as had been predicted late in the week leading into the 

weekend. The second is the ‘mix’ of racing, more on that later. 

 The reason I chose to be part of the activities was primarily supporting my friend Paul Hoey, who 

was entered in his first race meeting ever on his LC Yamaha. Paul and I did the road trip getting 

into Mac Park late Thursday night. Friday saw us participate in the practice that was on offer. 

Numbers were, I thought, down for the practice day.  

 The catching up with friends as well as making new ones was all good. It was soon apparent that 

there were good numbers of modern bikes and at a glance I’d guess their numbers are maybe 

growing and the Historic bikes maybe dwindling? If this is the case I think the promoting club 

needs to address this issue sooner than later. I’d be guessing a number of people with Historic bikes 

may be choosing not to participate as a couple of their races would see them on their old iron with 

drum brakes in the same event as Modern bikes, just poles apart and not something that many of us 

are that interested in.  

 I, like many, sat out my ‘age group’ races as I would have been one of two Period 3 bikes in with 

all the R1s etc. Lucky for me I had two bikes and with cross entry the two rides I gave up were 

replaced running with the other cross entered field. People with one bike not wishing to go in same 

race would have had their races cut right back to 3 for the weekend. 

 As always the organisation was great and I must say Marg Trotter ran a super user friendly Race 

Office, swinging a few things to help people out over the weekend. Laurie Fox, approaching 90 

years of age as he reminded me, has still got the touch with his handicapping skills. Good on you 

Laurie for doing it as well as how well you do it!  

 Saturday night saw plenty of camp fires and people catching up and enjoying the camaraderie. 

Sunday afternoon saw quite a few decide they had had enough once some rain showed up etc.  
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  Beautifully-lit photo of Dan Gleeson on his Dunstall Norton (thanks Dallas Skeer). 
 

 The Register did well with many of our members doing well and being honoured when the trophies 

were distributed. I can report that I secured 3rd place in the P3 50’s. Yep, if you are wondering, I did 

beat the #913 Manx of Murray Johnson having qualified not exactly the best I ended up position 6 

on the grid with Murray 4th and Dan Gleeson 5th on his 750 Norton. I had blinder starts, just like of 

old for me, then kept my concentration and had my G50 showing good speed. 

 Unfortunately for me in the second qualifier, I had an off tipping into the Clubhouse Corner. It 

appears my transponder got hooked up and jammed my steering. As I type I am still sore with a 

bashed-up but not broken ankle and foot! Even with this my racing was good and managed to get 

into the 1.28s which is getting close to my best. 

 My friend Paul Hoey realised a third place trophy in his first outing, so needless to say it was a 

good weekend for our little team. It was so good to see Mr Walker squeezed into his leathers and 

throw a leg over the Velocette for the races, having realised he and the TZ were not quite the team 

they used to be. Paul let Andy McDonnell use the TZ. All results are on Computime. 

 Well that wraps up my racing season and a good one it has been. Now it will be shed time and the 

occasional track day when it is dry!                                                               Danny Ahern No 27 

Main photos by Dallas Skeer 

 Paul Walker is assisted into his leathers. 
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 LIFE IN THE CUPBOARD: VIC TITLES

 After the BSFOS in Sydney Barbara and I headed down the NSW coast and found a great spot to 

camp near the Berry railway station.  There were trains from here to Sydney where we wanted to 

spend a day walking around our favourite haunts which we did the next day.  It was a very pleasant 

day catching trains, walking through the Botanic Gardens, around the Opera House, Circular Quay 

and we were just wandering around some shops when it started raining so we headed for the train 

back to Berry.  On the way we noticed ads for the Sydney Easter Show.  It seemed like a good idea 

so we were on the train again the next day heading for Olympic Park where the show is held.  We 

got there just fine and had a nice time (it is a bit like the Royal Adelaide show but with less stuff – 

yes, less!).  Mid evening we caught the train to Redfern where our connection to Kiama and 

subsequently Berry was leaving from.  Now while the train to Kiama was easy to locate, identifying 

the connection to Berry was more difficult – because there was none!!!  It seems we had been given 

an old timetable just the day before…  So, after seeking advice from one of the staff we headed off 

to Kiama not being totally sure but thinking that we might actually be able to get a bus from Kiama 

to Berry at about midnight…  We got to Kiama about 10.20 and double checked with the train staff 

– yes, there is supposed to be a bus in about an hour and a half time.  We went for a walk around 

Kiama and saw only one other person but it looked like a nice town.  Back to the bus stop with 

plenty of time up our sleeve to make sure that we did not miss the bus and yes it did come and we 

rolled into bed around 1.00 am ish.  It had been quite a night. (EDITOR’S NOTE: Bad luck and 

buses seem to follow Geoff around!) 

 After that we wandered along towards Melbourne and bumped into a nice little Easter fair at Tilba, 

met some Mississippians at a camp site (and might visit them next time we go to the US), found a 

great secondhand market where some more railway memorabilia urged us to load it into the bus, 

found some great spots to go walking and eventually lobbed at Chris Large’s place for a bit of 

relaxation and the opportunity to clean the bike and do a bit of maintenance in preparation for the 

Vic titles.  This included putting some new clutch springs in so as to fix that slipping clutch. 

 On Thursday we wandered over to the track and set up camp in the sidecar area.  Others started 

rolling in and by the time practice started on Friday there were a lot of friends around.  Footy and 

Melissa rocked up with one of their modern sidecars (not quite an F2 but it kind of looks like 

one…) to sort a few issues but a computer failure put an end to that so we just spent time getting 

ready for qualifying and racing on Saturday. 

 First qualifying was a bit of a disaster.  The clutch slipped massively even though I had changed 

the springs.  I could not quite work out what was happening.  I really could not open the throttle in 

any gear so it was a case of gently, gently and get it around without frying everything.  We posted 

an average time but were first in class, second overall.  Pondered it a bit and decided to try adjusting 

the clutch and see if I could improve it.  Second qualifying showed that adjustment had not helped.   

Now the dilemma, pull it apart and see what we can do or leave it and try to get through the first 

race and then work on it at leisure in the evening?  The first option risks not getting to the first race 

if I find something major wrong; the second option risks damage if I make it slip too much during 

the race!  I decide to go with the second option though. 

 The clutch grabbed a bit on the line and we experienced the joy of the front wheel coming up – not 

a good thing on a sidecar – but once I got that under control we launched quite well and went side 

by side with John for a few meters, and then the clutch started slipping.  Gently, gently I used our 

momentum and as much throttle as I could to get up Turn One (for those who are not aware Turn 

One climbs steeply all the way through its 180 degrees).  John pulled away from us quite rapidly 

and as we exited Turn One Ray and Amanda zapped past us. That was a surprise – I thought it 

should have been Bruce, ah but there is Bruce going by, oh wait maybe not, he is beside us but we 
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are going to go into Crash Corner first so that is the way of it down through the esses and off toward 

School House.  Heading into the left hander I have the pace on Ray and we are able to run around 

the outside of him and lead down the start finish straight and into Turn One again.  This time Bruce 

goes past as we head down the straight and we follow him down the hill but are able to pull the 

same ‘around the outside’ move on him through the left hander.  But he goes past again on the 

straight so I have to do it all again – and I do!  So I at least know I can stay in touch and get past 

and to the line if I have to so I push on to the extent that the clutch will let me – each lap having 

Bruce pass me out of Turn One and me pass again through the left hander until – what the?  My 

motor is not running cleanly this time, what is going on?   

 Out of Turn One it is getting decidedly lethargic so I hit the switch to bring the second fuel pump 

in but it did not change anything, a few more meters and it cut out completely, I pulled the clutch 

and rolled for a bit and then tried a bump start just before we rolled to a stop but nothing, we rolled 

off the track and watched the last lap and a half from there.  After the race finished we rolled back 

from our vantage point and sat for a bit of a ponder.  Remembering an experience from long ago I 

checked the fuel pumps – neither was working, check the battery – 8 volts!  OK, so now we know 

that the solar panel charger does not quite keep up with demand!  Whack the ‘real’ charger on for a 

while and suddenly both pumps are working again and with fuel in it the engine started again easily. 

 So with that sorted and then the announcement that our next race will be put off until Sunday 

morning I started pulling bits off to have a look at the clutch.  Ultimately it turns out that the new 

springs I put in a few days earlier were the wrong ones – perhaps my fault but in my defence I did 

order the same part number as usual but it appears that that part number now identifies a different 

part, the wrong part in fact.  Have put my complaint in! 

 Sunday morning was cool and the bike took several kicks to get it started but from there on it was a 

beautiful day.  We lined up for the first race reasonably confident that we had the clutch sorted and 

knew that the battery was now good.  The lights go out and we get a good start leading the drag to 

Turn One but again let John go – I know his outfit handles a lot better than mine and I don’t need to 

race him because he is a different class.  The front is pushing a lot through Turn One – it is always a 

tricky turn but this seems worse than normal – I am leaning right forward and Melis is climbing 

forward as well but I still can’t get the front to grip and have to ease off the throttle to get around.   

In discussions later I found others were having similar problems so maybe the track was different 

somehow.  Further to this I was finding the outfit to be very twitchy even at higher speeds which is 

where it had always been extremely stable.  It was a little disconcerting to say the least but we 

pushed on.  On the second lap Melis indicated that we had a gap on Bruce so I eased up a fraction 

and rode to finish which we did without being harassed at all.   

 Back in our pit I went over the bike carefully to make sure there wasn’t a crack anywhere that was 

causing the twitchiness – could not find anything wrong so topped up fuel etc in readiness for the 

next race which turned out to be much the same as the previous one – lots of pushing through Turn 

One and not a lot else to report except that we saw the chequered flag first. 

 Last race of the weekend was quite uneventful from our point of view except that we proved to 

ourselves that we were dominant on the track.  However, the DNF in race one really hurt us on the 

overall points score leaving us second overall.  Ray and Amanda proved that consistency pays off 

and took first overall with a string of second placings.  The old adage comes to the fore again…  

 We had to head more or less straight home now – we had been away over 5 weeks and it was time 

to catch up with the grand kids, brush the cobwebs away from our home and get ready for the next 

race meeting – The Old Farts at Mac Park. 

 

Geoff 

geoffpgrant@hotmail.com 

mailto:geoffpgrant@hotmail.com
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2016-17 Dates 

Date Event  Venue 

May 28-29 HMRAV Historic Winton 4+2 Winton 

Nov 5-6 HMRAV Southern Classic Broadford 

Nov 12 Club ride day with DOCSA Mac Park 

Nov 19-20 Adelaide Motorsport Festival Victoria Park 

Nov 17-20 National Historic Titles Symmons Plains 

Dec 30-Jan 1, 2017 SA Historic Titles Mac Park 

Mar 23-24 Barry Sheene Festival of Speed Sydney Motorsport Park 

Champion ride days at Mallala  12th June, 24th June, 8th July, 31st 

July, 14th Aug, 26th Aug, 9th 

Sept, 24th Sept, 7th Oct, 22nd Oct, 

25th Nov, 2nd Dec, 18th Dec 

 

 

 

                                                     For Sale/Wanted 

Wanted Single downtube frame to take 150cc Bultaco engine which is 

375mm long 

Trevor  

83845284 

 

 Pilgrim oil pump single feed.  Bob 

8263 9133 

For 

Sale 

CB72 Racer parts 

 

 

Ken  

0412805476 

 

 Club Shirts $35, Caps $15, Hats $18, Mugs $4.50, Cloth Badges $10 

and Stickers $2.50. 

Buy at next club 

meeting 
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